


Many congratulations!

We are delighted that you’re considering
having your child baptised at St John’s ©
Merrow. Baptism is a key moment in the life [[U8
of a child, their parents and godparents.

The birth or adoption of a child is a cause for celebration and many
people feel the need to mark the occasion with a special church
service.

At St John’s, we want to give you a warm welcome and to do all we
can to make the occasion enjoyable and meaningful for you and your
family.

This booklet is our guide to what's involved in planning a baptism
service.

If you have any additional questions please do call or email me or
the parish office and we will be pleased to help you.

/in

The Rev’d Tim Clifford Hill Rector of Merrow



Frequently Asked Questions

What services does St John’s offer?

St John'’s offers two kinds of services for people who wish to mark the birth
of a child. Which one you choose will largely depend on your own Christian
faith and what you are prepared to declare and promise publicly.

A baptism service is a service to welcome someone into the Church and to
mark the start of their Christian journey. A baptism normally occurs after the
child’s birth but can happen at any point in a person’s life. Godparents will need
to be chosen and you’ll need to attend a preparation meeting with the priest
taking the service.

A “thanksgiving for the gift of a child” service provides an opportunity for
parents, friends and families to give thanks to God for the birth or adoption of
a child. People gather to support the parents in their new responsibilities with
prayer and love and to ask God’s blessing for the future. You won’t need to
make public promises, have godparents or attend preparation.

It is possible to have both a thanksgiving and a baptism service for your child.
If you choose to have a thanksgiving service now you may also have a baptism
service at a later date.

What happens during the services?
Our Baptism or Thanksgiving services follow the approved format and liturgy
of the Church of England’s ‘Common Worship’ material.

A ‘Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child’ service normally adopts the following
format:
Introduction
Reading(s) and Sermon
. Thanksgiving and Blessing
Giving of the Gospel
. Prayers



Ending

A ‘Holy Baptism’ service normally adopts the following format:

The Greeting

Introduction

The Collect Prayer

Bible Readings and Sermon
Presentation of the Candidate(s)
The Decision

Signing with the Cross
Prayer over the Water
Profession of Faith
Baptism

Commission

Prayers of Intercession
The Welcome and Peace
The Blessing

Giving of a Lighted Candle
The Dismissal

Can | have my child baptised at St John’s?

The basic rule in the Church of England is that if you want to be baptised
yourself or to have your child baptised, the right place to do it is in your local
parish church. This means thatif you don’t live in the parish, we won’t normally
baptise your child at St John’s Church unless you have been coming to services
here regularly over a period of time. Otherwise you should approach the local

parish church where you live.

If you do live in the parish, we will be delighted to baptise you or your child

here. All we ask is that you:

Take part in baptism preparation



Meet the requirements about godparents and sponsors (which are
explained later).

What preparation will there be?

To prepare for any baptism, the rector will need to meet you to discuss what
will happen in the service and what it means. This meeting usually takes no
more than an hour. It can happen in your home or in the church.

For the baptism of a baby or young child this meeting is the only preparation
you will need. For adults, and some older children, who are candidates for
baptism, it is also helpful to explore whether it would be right for them to be
confirmed as well as being baptised.

What are the rules about godparents and sponsors?
Children who are baptised in the Church of England traditionally have at least
three godparents, at least two of whom should be the same sex as the child—
there is no maximum number of godparents. However, the rules do say that
‘when three cannot conveniently be had’, one godfather and one godmother
will do. Godparents are usually family members or friends, but parents can be
godparents too. Godparents have an important role in helping the baptised
child to grow into a loving relationship with God and should therefore be
someone that the child looks up to. Because of this, the rules require them to
be baptised themselves, and preferably confirmed as well.

Adult baptism candidates have sponsors rather than godparents. Each candidate
should have at least two sponsors. Their role in the service is to present the
candidate for baptism.

Who will take our service?
Baptisms are usually taken by the rector.



Can | ask a priest from another parish to take the service?
Whilst most baptisms are taken by the rector, if you would like to ask a priest
from another parish, or elsewhere, to take part in the service this is usually not
a problem, but please discuss your thoughts with Tim at your first meeting.

What if we don’t feel our child is ready for baptism yet?
For people who want a Christian ceremony to celebrate their child’s birth or
adoption but don’t feel baptism is the right step at this point in their life, St
John’s offers a service of thanksgiving. The Rector would be happy to discuss
this with you.

How long will the Service last?

Usually, a baptism service will last between 40 and 45 minutes, but this depends
on how many readings you choose to include. It is extremely important that
you arrive on time for the service. If your service doesn’t start on time, it might
be necessary toreduce part of the service to ensure it doesn’t run into another
service.

How old does the child have to be?

Children can be baptised from birth. However, once a child is old enough to
understand the Christian faith themselves, we would want then to go through
a different preparation course.

I’m not baptised, does that matter?
No, but two of the godparents should be. You might want to consider getting
baptised at the same time as your child.

We’re not married, does that matter?

No, not at all — we’re more than happy to talk about weddings too! We might
even be able to combine both celebrations into one if that was something you
wanted.



My partner is a Christian, but I’m not - does that matter?
No, not all couples share the same faith. However it is important that both
parents are happy for the child to be baptised and for the partner who is a
Christian to keep the promises they make during the service.

What music can | have?

Neither of the dedicated services usually involves the singing of hymns. We
have facilities in church to play music from a CD in addition to having the organ
played. If you would like to have hymns during the service, this can be arranged.
Please let us know what you’re thinking.

When do baptism services take place?

Most baptisms at St John’s happen at dedicated services around lunchtime on
a Sunday . However, we are also very pleased to perform baptisms during our
main Sunday morning service, which starts at 10 o’clock, if you would prefer.

Do we need an order of service?
No, not normally. The order of services are provided by the Church.

Can photographs be taken during the service?

At St. John’s we offer a free professional photography service. Jane Stevenson,
a regular member of the congregation, is also a professional photographer and
will attend the service and take photos if her diary allows. These photos will
be given to you and, with your permission, may go on our website and social
media pages.

Can | have a service video-recorded?

Yes. The videographer should arrive in good time before the service and
discuss with the clergy where best to stand. Video camera operators are asked
to ensure minimum intrusion into the service. We do not, however, allow the
use of additional video lighting. The Church is not dark and this should not
present an issue for your videographer.
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How much does it all cost and when do | pay?

Baptism and thanksgiving services are provided free of charge.

Is parking available?

The church car park is outside the church centre. The postcode for the centre
is GU4 7AA.

A Note for Godparents

Congratulations on being asked to be a godparent — they are very important
people! It means that your friends or relations think that you’ll be a good
example and role model for their child. They trust you to pray for them, speak
to them about God and to encourage them in their Christian faith.

Here are some comments and frequently asked questions (and answers) about
being a godparent. We hope that you find them helpful:

What does being a godparent involve?

You have a special role. It’s about helping the child to know God and to support
them in their membership of the local church. You will be expected to attend
the child’s baptism service and to make promises to help to bring him/her up
in the Christian faith. It’s a role that will develop over time as your godchild
grows up and develops his/her own faith.

Being a godparent feels like a big responsibility!

It is! Take some time to think through the commitments that you make when
you answer them. But don’t forget that the church community can and will
support you in encouraging and praying for your godchild.



Does being a godparent mean that I’m a legal guardian as

well?

No, your role as a godparent is a spiritual one — to encourage and pray for
your godchild. Perhaps you will be asked to be a guardian too, but that is
separate from being a godparent.

What happens after the baptism service?

The church normally gives you a special card to remind you of your godchild’s
baptism and the promises that you made. Keep the card safely and in a place
that you'll see it every day — so that you can remember your godchild and ask
God to bless him/her daily.

I’m worried about doing the right thing on the day!

The priest will make sure that the service goes smoothly, and that everyone
knows what to do — and when!

What should | give as a gift to the child?

The most important gifts you can give your godchild are your time, presence,
and prayers — but you will probably also want to mark the baptism by giving a
special gift. Godparents don’t have to buy expensive gifts.

A simple, meaningful present is a good choice. Here are some suggestions:

Bibles
Books of Bible stories
. Books of prayers
A silver or gold gross or chain (although your godchild may not be able
to wear these for some time)
. A small wooden cross
. Drawings, paintings and posters of Christian stories



How do | build a relationship with my godchild?

The important thing to ensure is that the relationship with your godchild is
kept alive. Children love to get letters, postcards, e-mails and other forms of
electronic messages. Keep in touch with your godchild in a way that shows that
you care for him/her, and that the relationship with you is a special one. Don’t
forget birthdays! Don’t forget important dates and events in his/her life. Send
good wishes when exams and other kinds of challenges are to be faced!

As your godchild gets older, he/she may want to ask questions about faith or
Christian life. If you’ve kept in touch, he/she may direct these questions to you
— what a privilege it will be to help them discover and explore their own faith.
Ask your priest for assistance if necessary. Hopefully your godchild will want
to make his/her own declaration of faith at a Confirmation service. At that
stage, your godchild will confirm the promises that you made for him/her at
the baptism service.

Useful Contacts

Clergy

The Rev’d Tim Clifford Hill (Rector)
Email: rector@saintjohns.org.uk
Tel: 01483 951649

Church Office

Parish Administrator
Email : office@saintjohns.org.uk

Tel: 01483 454621
§
\
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Photo Consent Form

For publicity or activity purposes there are occasions when photographs or
video footage are taken as an aspect of parish activity. Your data is being
collected on behalf of the Parochial Church Council of St John the Evangelist
as Data Controller and will only be used for this purpose. This form is to be
used in compliance with, and alongside, the Diocesan Safeguarding Policy
Procedures and Guidance.
Type of image will be in the form of videos and/or photographs taken on a
camera or a phone. Images will be stored for 12 months with the exception of
photographs displayed in the Parish photo albums which are viewed as an
historic record of parish events. Intended use is to celebrate achievements
and publicise events.
Consent of Parent or Guardian
| am satisfied that | have been given sufficient information regarding the activity,
purpose, place of publication and storage for photographs/video images, as
specified.
| consent to images of my child/ren, named overleaf, being used and stored,
solely for the purposes specified above.
| agree that my child may be identified by name (this would only normally be
necessary where the story included your child specifically, e.g. as a prize winner)
| wish/do not wish the identity of my child to be protectedin the publication
of these images (delete as applicable)
| do / do not wish to have sight of the images prior to their publication (delete
as applicable)

To be completed by parent or guardian if a child is under 16 years old:

O | give permission for my child’s photograph to be used within the
church for display purposes

O | give permission for my child’s photograph to be used within
church printed publications

O | give permission for my child’s photograph to be used on the St
John the Evangelist, Merrow website
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O | give permission for my child’s photograph to be used on the
church’s social media pages
[0 | give permission for my child’s photograph to be used within local
community publications
Signature of parent or Print name of parent or guardian:
guardian:

Name of child/ren (please
print)

Date:

Any queries please contact the Parish Safeguarding Officer, Rosanne Bond on
01483 579462 or by email safeguardingstjohn@gmail.com

12



mailto:safeguardingstjohn@gmail.com

Child’s Details

Application for Baptism in the
Parish of St John the Evangelist, Merrow

Christian Name

(s)

Surname

Proposed Date of
Baptism

Date of Birth Likely Number of
guests
Contact
Details
Home Address
Post Code

Contact Mobile |
Telephone

Mobile 2
e-mail
Father’s Details
Christian Name(s) Surname

Occupation

Have you been:
Baptised?

YES/NO

Confirmed? YES/NO

Mother’s Details

Christian Name(s)

Surname
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Occupation

Have you been:
Baptised?

YES/NO

Confirmed?

YES/NO

Details of brothers or sisters

Name(s)

Age
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GODPARENTS

Godparents must have been baptised (christened) and it’s helpful to know if they have
also been confirmed. It is usual to have three godparents: two of the same gender as the
child and one of the opposite gender. Parents can be godparents but there must be

one other godparent. The minimum requirement is two godparents.

Godparent |

Christian Surname

Name(s)

Post code Email

Have they been: YES/NO Confirmed? YES/NO
Baptised?

Godparent 2

Christian Surname

Name(s)

Post code Email

Have they been: YES/NO Confirmed? YES/NO
Baptised?

Godparent 3

Christian Surname

Name(s)

Post code Email

have they been: YES/NO Confirmed? YES/NO
Baptised?
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